EXAMPLE OF OBJECTION 

I AM OBJECTING TO PLANNING APPLICATION 07/01208/LBC

DEMOLITION OF THE CANONGATE VENTURE

This is the red sandstone former North Canongate Infant School by Robert Wilson (1900). The building is Listed grade C

The government’s “Memorandum of Guidance on Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 1995” states that the demolition of any listed building can only be permitted after the full consideration of the following factors:

1. The building’s importance – although this building may not be unique in the city it is the only one of its type in the area and has great symbolic and historic value.

2. The building’s condition – the building is in use and has been well maintained. No evidence has been produced by the applicant to justify its demolition for structural or disrepair reasons.

3. The importance in economic or social terms of any alternative use for the site. This is the principal reason which the applicant has put forward for demolition – that its site is needed for the new 5* hotel. However it is arguable that the hotel could have been placed in other parts of the site – for example at the south end of the proposed office block facing south onto the proposed public square. There will be an economic and social loss if the Canongate Venture is demolished as it is currently in use as office and workshop space, providing local employment and services. The Council’s recent commission of consultants to identify more locations in the city for similar purposes is evidence of a continuing need.

In addition to these arguments, I contend that it contravenes the Council’s aspirations with regard to environmental sustainability to demolish a sound building currently in use. Demolition inevitably leads to more waste and landfill, and destroys the embodied energy in the structure. Any new building requires large amounts of energy in materials manufacture, transport and erection, contributing to climate change. The first test for any development which claims to be “sustainable” or “low carbon” must be whether a new structure is required at all. The applicant has not made this case for the Canongate Venture building.

I therefore strongly oppose the proposed demolition.
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